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Anestesija

Muzika ferrieha taé-Cirku.
Folla ¢capcap.
Zomm ghal ftit, imbaghad baxxi I-hsejjes.
Bieb jinfetah b’tisbita.
TIFEL (nifsu maqtugh): Mummy! Mummy! Gejjin, Mummy!
MARA: Issabbatx dak il-bieb, Johnny! Newwilli ftit ix-shampoo.
Ilma jgelgel minn vit.

TIFEL: Imma Mummy, ejj’ara! Waslu ta¢-Cirku! Waslu, Mummy! U
mlew it-trig kollha! U ghandhom hafna annimali, Ma! Kieku
taf: hemm iljuni, zwiemel, iljunfanti, xadinil... Ejj’arahom,

Mummy!

MARA: Iva bil-mod; tghajjatx! Ghedtlek newwilli dak ix-shampoo, ma

smaijtx?



TIFEL (jitbieghed — jersaq lejn it-tieqa): Hemm arahom, Mummy.
Minn dit-tieqa tista’ tarahom. Imma ghaggel dalwaqt

jghaddu.

MARA: Tiftahx dik it-tiega, John, ma tmurx ittini rih wara dal-mishun!

Fejn hu x-xugaman?
TIFEL: Waslu tahtna! Hemm zewgt izwiemel jigbdu I-gagga tal-iljuni.
MARA: Dahalli s-sapun f'ghajnejja. — Fejn hu x-xugaman?

TIFEL: U hemm, ma’ ghonqok gieghed, Mummy! -Tnejn hemm

arahom!
MARA: Tnejn? TIFEL: lljuni, Mummy! Hemm tnejn!
MARA: Ghajnejja! Ma nistax nara! Fejn hu dak ix-xugaman?
It-tieqa tinfetah.
Joghlew il-muzika u I-ghajat tal-folla.
TIFEL: Iva ejja ara, Mummy!
MARA (irrabjata): M’ghedtlekx tiftahx dik it-tiega, John?

TIFEL: Bexxagtha biss, Ma. (Jidhak) Hares, ara xi ddur mieghu n-nies
dak ir-ragell Kemm hu liebes tac-¢ajt! (Jidhak) U x’jagbez u
jdogqg! Arah, Mummy! Kollox wahdu jdoqq: it-tanbur, it-

trumbetta... u z-zinnannati wkoll! X’jidhku bih!



Ghajta ta’ zuffjett mill-folla

TIFEL: Rajthom, Ma?! Tawh gambetta. Tkaxkar minn tulu fl-art fit-
trab! Imma xorta ghadu jidhak. Dak il-Buffu hux, Ma? Taf li
ghandu umbrella f'idejh ukoll? U lanqgas biss tidher shaba

wahda fis-semal

MARA: Idhol minn hemm, John!

Fit-trig. Ghajat u capcip tal-folla issa qrib

sew.
RAGEL FIL-FOLLA: Izjed, Buffu! Bravo, izjed!

BUFFU: lva, hej, ejjew! Kemm ahna sbieh min jaf jarana! Wasal ic-
Cirku! L-akbar u l-uniku — i¢-Cirku Terros! Ejjew u araw is-
seba’ ghegubijiet tad-dinja, Sinjuri! Tarawhom izda le

temmnu lil ghajnejkom
Folla: Capcip — Tisfir
BUFFU: Hekk hu, sinjuri: is-seba’ ghegubijiet tad-dinja!
Mota twila fug tanbur.

BUFFU: Araw, sinjuri! Araw lil Ergo, li sparat minn kanun jintbaghat

jofroq l-ispazju u I-bahh biex forsi jinzel ukoll fug ilgamar!

Wara kull prezentazzjoni tal-Buffu, il-folla

ccapcap u tizzuffjetta.



BUFFU: Araw lil Esmeralda, il-mara hoxna bil-baffi |i tiekol kemm
tiekol ma tixba’ qatt! IlI-Fakir Krixna: ix-xwejjah li jghaddi
ghomru fuq sodda msiemer u xfafar — bla gatt ma jiekol! U
araw lill-inkredibbli Carlos Ché jitfa’ s-skieken madwar bintu —
b’ghajnejh imghammdin il-hin kollu! Il-Professur Leikus u t-
tliet pappagalli tieghu, jitkellmu b’hamest ilsna bla gatt ma
jaslu biex jiftiehmu! U dak mhux kollox, sinjuri! Araw lil
Odongo I-Iswed, hekk imsejjah "I-Imxekkel", li marbut minn

rasu sa sagajh bil-ktajjen, xorta wahda jinhall!
1z-zuffjett tal-folla fl-aqwa tieghu.

BUFFU: lva, Sinjuri! Araw ukoll |-aktar spettaklu sensazzjonali tas-
seklu ghoxrin! Araw lili: Beppo |-Buffu! Iva, Beppo I-Buffu, li
meta jiftah halqu jwaqqa’ t-tinda I-kbira bid-dahk! Jien —
Beppo! Li meta naqgla’ fuq dahri u tkaxkarni n-nies fit-trab,
tidhak in-nies, imma ghageb tal-ghegubijiet, nidhak jien ukoll!
Iva, saffru u idhku! Ghax issa gejjin huma — gejjin Naga u Hiro

— l-iljuni, Sinjuri!
Id-dahk tal-folla jibda jiskot bil-mod il-mod.

BUFFU: L-iljuni fero¢i mill-muntanji tar-Rockies u tal-iSteppi: il-biza’
ta’ hames kontinenti -Naga u Hiro, immansati (jidhak) —

immansati, Sinjuri! -min-Nanu Argo, hekk imsejjah “II-



Murtal”! (Jidhak, izda malajr jintebah bis-sikta li issa wagghet
fuq il-folla. Jiegaf mid-dahk. Pawsa.) X'gara? Ghaliex dil-
hemda? Ma smajtunix? Ghedtilkom qed taraw lil Naga u Hiro;

capcépulhom!
Tkarwit tal-iljuni.

BUFFU: Isimghuhom! Naga u #Hiro geghdin hawn — hawn biex
jghaggbukom bil-loghob taghhom. M’intomx taraw xi jduru
wara I|-hadid, ghajnejhom jarmu x-xrar? Nitlobkom ¢apépu;
ged jistennew i¢-capcip taghkom! (Jidhak, izda lehnu miksur)
Capépu mela nitlobkom, Sinjuri! Ejjew, ¢apépu mieghi lkoll!

(Icapcap) Flimkien! Flimkien!
TIFEL (mill-boghod): Bravu |-Buffu! Bravu! (Icapcap)
BUFFU: Hekk! Isaw, ¢apcpu, capcpu boloh — flimkien!
Tkarwit tal-iljuni — jibda ¢-capcip mill-folla.

BUFFU: Hekk mela! Aktar! Aktar! Capépu boloh! Boloh — u jien il-

buffu mhux angas minnkom! Capc¢pul!
Tkarwit oghla tal-iljuni.
Ié-¢apcip jiZdied dejjem aktar.
BUFFU: Izjed! lzjed! Sakemm idejkom ma jifilhux aktar sakemm

widnejkom jittarrxu u ma jisimghux aktar I-ghajat tal-iljuni.
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Capépu — sakemm raskom iddur bikom u ma tarawx aktar ix-
xdieq imberrha taghhom! Capépu! Wasal i¢-Cirku Terros — I-
isbah u l-agwa! Ejjew arawna! Kemm ahna sbhieh min jaf

jarana! Kemm ahna sbieh min jaf jarana!
Capcip u ghajat sfrenat mill-folla.
Muzika tac-Cirku.
It-trig tibda titbattal, il-hsejjes jitbieghdu.

TIFEL (jitkellem wahdu — jahseb): Kulhadd jidhak issa kulhadd
icapcap. Kollha jimxu wara |-Buffu jéapépu u jidhku. Hadd ma
jaghti kas aktar tal-iljuni jiggranfaw u jghajtu wara |-hadid tal-
gagga. (Lill-MARA) Imma ghaliex wagfu mic-capcip, l-ewwel,
Ma?

MARA: X’'gara? Ghalfejn dak |-ghajat kollu?
TIFEL: Ridtek tara lil-ta¢-Cirku ghaddejjin.
MARA: Ha nara. Fejn?

TIFEL: Issa marru; telgu wara |-Buffu. It-trig battala. Kulhadd mar

mac-Cirku.
MARA: Mela ghalfejn dal-gabda ghajat?

TIFEL: Kieku gejt I-ewwel kont tarahom...
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MARA: Ara, idhol minn hemm. Zgur imbukkajt rih minhabba fik.
(Taghlagq it-tieqa) Ghedtlek kemm-il darba biex ma tiftahx dik

it-tieqa.
TIFEL: Ahna sejrin i¢-Cirku, Ma?
MARA: Ma nahsibx li hadtu izda; kelli x-xugaman ma’ rasi...
TIFEL: Jien ghandi hames xelini mgemmghin. Tghid bizzejjed?

MARA: Bizzejjed? Ghalfejn — biex tidhol i¢-Cirku? (Tidhak) M’hemmx
ghalfejn flus biex tidhol, ruhi. Dhul b’xejn. Kulhadd b’xejn
jidhol.

TIFEL: Il-kbar ukoll?
MARA: Kulhadd.
TIFEL: Mela I-lejla mmorru Ma, hux?
MARA: Iva, imm’issa ejja ahsel idejk ha nieklu. Missierek dalwagt jigi.
TIFEL: Hu jigi ¢-Cirku maghna wkoll, Ma?
MARA: Dazgur, m’ghedtlekx? Kulhadd jigi u kulhadd b’xejn.
Dik il-lejla.
I¢-Cirku.
Muzika ferrieha tal-Luna Park.

LERFEN FUQ LOUDSPEAKER: B’xejn sinjuri! Dhul b’xejn! Entrez,
12



mesdames et messieurs! Entrez! Nistidnukom tidhlu lkoll u
merhba bikom fil-familja kbira taghna: i¢-Cirku Terros — |-
aqwa u l-akbar! Zuru kull tinda, kull rokna ta¢-Cirku! Qatt ma
rajtu xejn isbah, xejn agwa! U kollox b’xejn, Sinjuri! Dhul

b’xejn!
Muzika toghla u terga’ tinzel.
Il-folla.

LEHEN FUQ LOUDSPEAKER: Entrez, mesdames et messieurs — entrez!
Nistidnukom tidhlu lkoll u merhba bikom fil-familja kbira
taghna: i¢-Cirku Terros — l-agwa u I-akbar! Zuru kull tinda, kull
rokna ta¢-Cirku...

I1z-ZarZir tal-LEREN jinbela’ u jintilef taht il-

muzika u I-hamba tal-folla.
MARA: Qed tara; gejna tard. Ara x’hawn tan-nies.

RAGEL: Imma hanini, mhux tort tieghi nagasni I-petrol. Xi trid

taghmel la |-arlogg tal-petrol ma jahdimx.
MARA: U int ilek tghid biex issewwih!

RAGEL: Tassew, xi darba rrid nara x’ghandu sew. Biss il-karozza nibza’
nehodha ghand mekkanik; jekk jibda jagla’ fiha bhal xejn isibli

elf haga ohra li m’hix tahdem kif suppost tahdem... Biss biss
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hemm li sparking plugs ilhom li nharqu u ma niskantax jekk

dak id-distributor...

MARA: Insieha ftit dik il-karozza, trid? Ahna biex niddevertu gejna

hawn. Int John zomm mieghi, ma tmurx tintilef.
TIFEL: U le, Ma! Fejn se mmorru l-ewwel, Pa?

RAGEL: Zomm maghna int. (Wahdu) Imma |i sparking plugs zgur

inharqu...
Il-folla.
TAL-GELATI: Gelati! Gelati! Gelati!
TIFEL: Daddy, Daddy, ixtrili wiehed!
RAGEL: Issa nixtru; ha jigi 'l hawn.
MARA: Ahjar le, Gorg. Grizmejja ma nafx kif ged inhosshom. Zgur gej
xi rih.
RAGEL: Mela ma nixtrux, hanini.
TIFEL: Imma, Daddy!...
RAGEL: Ahjar le, Johnny.
TAL-GELATI: Gelati! Vanilja — ¢ikkulata — frawli! Gelati min irid!
TIFEL: Imma jien m’ghandix rih, Daddy!

RAGEL: Ahjar le imma, ibni.
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TIFEL: Jien tal-vanilja nhobb.

MARA: Tibdiex tiffittana, John. Ma smajtux id-Daddy x’qallek? Trid

tiehu xi rih?
Pawsa.
Il-folla.
TIFEL: Jien tal-vanilja rrid.
MARA: Ghalija ta¢-cikkulata.
RAGEL: Jien niehu wiehed tal-...
TAL-GELATI (issa grib): Gelati, sinjuri?
RAGEL: Wiehed vanilja u tnejn cikkulata, jekk joghgbok.
TAL-GELATI: Kif tghidli sieheb. Hawn; tliet xelini, Chalie!
RAGEL: Grazzi. Hawn, Zomm.

TAL-GELATI: Grazzi! (Jitbieghed) Gelati min irid! Vanilja, ¢ikkulata,

frawli! Gelati!
Pawsa.

TIFEL: Hi, Daddy! Mummy! Dan mhux tal-vanilja! Dan tal-lewz morr!

Taghkom ukoll tal-lewz morr!

MARA: Tal-lewz morr tajbin xorta. Mhux veru jkunu morri.
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TIFEL: Imma ahna hadd ma ried tal-lewz morr!
RAGEL: Tghidx hmerijiet; isa kulu.

TIFEL: Anqas biss qalilna li kellu tal-lewz morr. Kieku forsi kont

nghidlu jtini wiehed. Issa -issa ma rridux!
Muzika tal-Luna Park.

TIFEL: Hawn aktar nies hawn! Ara, Daddy, Mummy! Ejjew nitilghu!
Kemm huma sbieh dawk iz-zwiemel iduru! Ghandhom xaghar
ta’ veru — arah xi jperper mar-rih! Ejjew nitilghu ahna wkoll,

Mal
RAGEL: Dawk m’humiex hlief zwiemel tal-injam mizbughin, ruhi.

TIFEL: Imma qishom veri, hux? Isbah minn ta’ veru anzi. Ta’ veru
jkunu kbar u ghajjiena -u jkollhom riha! Bhal ta’ Zeppi tal-
haxix; dak ghandu ziemel ikreh u xih! Ma nhobbhomx iz-

zwiemel jien.
RAGEL: Mela xi trid titla’ taghmel fuq dawk?

TIFEL: Imma dawk sbieh, mhux bhal ta’ veru, Pa. Ejjew nitilghu trid,
Ma?

MARA: Issa nitilghu; togghodx tiffittana! Nistennew ir-rota tiegaf u

nitilghu.

RAGEL: Nittama ma jhalluhiex iddur hafna. B’xejn tagbadni I-
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emikranja.
Il-muzika titbaxxa.
Il-gostra tieqaf.
TIFEL: Issa, Daddy! Ser jiegfu! Ejjew!
Terga’ toghla I-muzika.

Id-dahk tal-folla hekk kif il-gostra terga’
tibda ddur — jinstemghu c¢ari r-RAGEL u I-
MARA jidhku.

TIFEL (lehen impersonali): U r-rota regghet qabdet iddur; I-ewwel bil-
mod, imbaghad aktar u aktar. Kollox idur. Sakemm it-tifel ma
setax jaghraf 'l ommu u 'l missieru fuq iz-ziemel tiela’ u niezel
guddiemu. U I-gostra ddur iddur. Kollox ¢appa wahda — iddur,
iddur. Ucuh bojod, somor, safranin jithalltu ma’ ilwien
gawsalla ta’ lbies u tined — in-nies jinbelghu mit-tidwir ta’
cappa wahda griza, battala. U I-gostra tkompli ddur — dejjem
iddur.

Muzika aktar mghaggla.
Dahk imwerwer mill-folla.

TIFEL: Iddur, iddur! Id-demm jitla’ ghal rasek, ghajnejk idemmghu,

trid tistordi u ma tistax, iggranfat ma’ ghonq tal-injam. Imma
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hadd ma jrid jinzel — jew hadd ma jista’ jinzel? Jibgghu jduru,
ma jafux jekk wara kollox huwiex kollox wieqaf -huma wkoll...
Imma jekk taghlag ghajnejk il-muzika tkompli tnewwah. U
sakemm il-muzika ma tieqafx, il-gostra tkompli ddur —iddur —
dejjem iddur. (Lehen haj) Imma kemm se ndumu nduru u ma

naslu mkien? Mummy! Daddy!
Muzika u dahk mill-folla.

TIFEL: M’humiex jisimghuni. ll-muzika m’hemmx li tieqaf... Le! Qed
nibza’ — ma nistax niehu nifs; ged nifga’! Mummy! Irrid

ninzel! Irrid ninzel!
Dahk sfrenat mill-folla.

TIFEL: legfu! leqfu! Waqgqgfu r-rota! Ma niflahx izjed! Mummy, Daddy!

Irrid ninzel! Irrid ninzel!

II-muzika u dahk tal-folla jidfnulu lehnu —

Zomm.

Il-muzika titbaxxa bil-mod.
RAGELTAL-LUNA PARK: Hawn, ha tifel. Ixrob dan. Ghaddielek issa?
TIFEL: Fejn marru?
TAL-LUNA PARK: Min?

TIFEL: I-Mummy u d-Daddy.
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TAL-LUNA PARK: Fejn kienu?

TIFEL: Mieghi, fuq dik ir-rota.
TAL-LUNA PARK: Forsi ghadhom hemm.
TIFEL: Ma jafux li hassni hazin?

TAL-LUNA PARK: Jista’ jkun. Int stenniehom hawn. Dalwaqt jigu forsi.
Jien ghandi x'naghmel; irrid niehu hsieb il-Luna Park. Int izda
ticcaglagx minn hawn; stenna u taghmel xejn — u xejn ma
jigrilek! (Jidhak) Qatt hadd ma wegga’ fuq il-Luna Park. Tibza’
ghal ftit izda meta tinzel tinsa kollox u tkun trid terga’ titla’.

(Jidhak)

TIFEL: Imma jien ghadni nhoss rasi ddur bija. Qed nara kollox idur.

Jew jien? Jien ged indur jew kollox madwari ged idur?
Tibda I-muzika tal-Luna Park.

TIFEL: Iva -kollox ghadu jdur. Hadd ma jaghti kasi. (Jgholli lehnu)
Lilkom ged nghid! M’intomx tarawni? Ma rajtunix hemm fuq?
Kien ged ihossni hazin; stajt wagajt minn hemm fuq -s tajt

hbatt rasi — bgajt mejjet! #add ma jimpurtah?
TAL-LUNA PARK (jidhak)
Muzika u I-ghagha tal-folla bhal gabel.

TIFEL (wahdu):—Hadd. #tadd ma jimpurtah.
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Pawsa.
Toghla I-muzika.

TAL-LUNA PARK (isejjah — dejjem dahkan): Hej, tifel! fejn sejjer?

Tic¢aglagx minn hawn u ma jigrilek xejn! Fejn sejjer?...
Fil-galba tal-folla.

TIFEL (impersonali): Imma t-tifel baga’ sejjer. Ra I-folla tinghalaq
fuqu, tross madwaru, trid tifgah. Dahkulu izda, u tbissmulu.
Imma hadd ma stagsieh ghaliex kellu ghajnejh homor u
minfuhin, jew lil min qed ifittex. Kaxkruh maghhom minn
tinda ghal tinda fejn nies i¢-Cirku kienet titbellah u titbahrad.
Wagaf sa fl-ahhar u sab ruhu quddiem palk zghirimdawwar
min-nies. Ragel imbaccaé, wiccu ahmar u ghargan kien fuqu,
jehajjat b’xi haga — f'idejh bicciet tal-karti kkuluriti u hdejh
tfajla rgiga u niexfa, wiccha maskra grotteska mizbugha u

dirghajha madwar rutella zghira fuq lasta mwaqqfa dritta.

Tvenvin tar-rota ddur — cencil tal-ganpiena
fugha.

RAGEL TAS-SOLD XELIN: Tas-sold xelin! Tas-sold xelin! Tuni s-soldi,
naghtikom xelini! L-ahhar biljett, Sinjuri! Tal-ahhar ibahhar,
hej! Tas-sold xelin! Tal-ahhar min iridu hej?... Hawn int, tifel;

sold biss.
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TIFEL: Jien?

TAS-SOLD XELIN: Tas-sold xelin! Sold biss, tifel. L-ahhar wiehed!
TIFEL: Imma jien...

TAS-SOLD XELIN: Sold biss! Tghidlix m’ghandekx sold!

TIFEL: Iva, ghandi; imma...

TAS-SOLD XELIN: Ah! M’hawnx ghalik! #a, hudu — b’xortik! Grazzi —
grazzi hafna! (Jgholli lehnu fuq tal-folla) U issa, Sinjuri -i
ndawruha! Fug min tigi jkun sultan! Arawha heej! Dawwar,
bint! (Ir-rota ddur — gengil ta’ gqanpiena.) U hekk hu, Sinjuri!

Id-disgha u sittin! Disgha u sittin, Sinjuri!

TIFEL (jahseb): Disgha u sittin... Sitta u disghal!... (Jghajjat) Tieghi! Iva,
tieghi! Irbaht!

TAS-SOLD XELIN: Int? Ha nara.

TIFEL: Hawn arah! Disgha u sittin.

TAS-SOLD XELIN: Gib ftit. Hmm, iva.... Imma stenn ftit, oj! Stenn ftit!
Dan bil-maqglub. Mhux disgha u sittin — dan sitta u disghin!
Hawn int, tifel — mela ma tafhomx in-numri, jew? Dan sitta u

disghin — mhux disgha u sittin!

TIFEL: Kif? Le, stenna! Dak ghax ged izzommu int bilmaglub! Dawru

sewwa ha tara.
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TAS-SOLD XELIN: X’int tgezwer?... Togghodx thawwad, taf!

TIFEL: Dawwar il-biljett — ged izzommu bil-maqglub. Dawru sew ha

taral...

TAS-SOLD XELIN: Din isbah issa! Trid tghid li jien ma nafx xoghli? Trid
tghid li ged inqarraq bik? Eh, dak li trid tghid?

TIFEL: Le, imma...

TAS-SOLD XELIN: X'wic¢ tost! lli ghomri ndawwar ir-rota u hadd ma

insultani dagshekk! Ara min jghallik ukoll!

ILHNA FIL-FOLLA : Tassew! Mela ma tafhomx in-numri, tifel! Ara qis

kliemek meta titkellem, taf! X’gharukaza! Fejn hi ommok int,

eh?
TIFEL: Imma jien!... Dak tieghi li tela’!

TAS-SOLD XELIN:U se jerga’ ukoll! Ara ibga’ sejjer, ibni, ma nsejjahx

pulizija! Ibga’ sejjer, ahjar!

TIFEL: Dak tieghi imma qged nghidlek! Tieghi! Dawru ha tara... Tini |-
biljett ha nurik!

TAS-SOLD XELIN: Issa z-Zzejjed! Trid il-biljett, hux? Issa tiehdu...
TIFEL: Le — tgattghux! Dak tieghi!

TAS-SOLD XELIN: Hawn, ha. Igbor il-bicciet jekk tridu. Issa forsi
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tagtaghhal!

TIFEL: Le!

TAS-SOLD XELIN: Taghtux kasu, sinjuri — dawn tfal huma. Mela -t a’

TIFEL:

TIFEL:

TIFEL:

min kien dak in-numru? Is-sitta u disghin, Sinjuri! Ta’ min hu,

eh? Sitta u disghin!

Mhux veru! ld-disgha u sittin kien li tela’! U tieghi kien! Jien

irbaht! Tuni x-xelin! Tuhuli! Jien irbaht!
Muzika toghla.
Dahk mir-RAGEL TAS-SOLD XELIN.

Ma setax kien hemm is-sitta u disghin; ‘qas biss kellu dak in-
numru fuq ir-rota. Jidhku bin-nies iridu. U dak ir-ragel dejjem
jidhak! U l-ohrajn — huma wkoll dejjem jidhku. Biex qed
jidhak kulhadd?

Muzika tac-cirku tkompli ghal bosta wagqtiet,
imbaghad titbaxxa u tithallat ma’ daqq
nostalgiku ta’ vjolin dejjem joqrob.
Ghajjien u mdejjaq it-tifel sa fl-ahhar imbezag minn hdan il-
kotra. U hu tbieghed minn dak il-genn. Qabad in-nizla ’l isfel

mic-Cirku, sakemm sab ruhu riesaq lejn karavana mwarrba u

mudlama mnejn daqq ta’ vjolin imnikket kien jitnieghed fil-
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berah. Kien hemm ragel bilgieghda. U dak ir-ragel iwennes il-
vjolin ma kienx ged jidhak. U kien il-Buffu. Hu biss ma kienx

ged jidhak.
Tinstema’ fil-hemda I-ghanja tal-vjolin.

TIFEL: Wahdu, fid-dlam iroxx fuq lejla ta’ genn, il-Buffu kien jaghti

’ I'I

dahru liec-Cirku mnejn |-ghajat tal-folla kien jinstema’ i

boghod, ’il boghod. Izda hu, il-Buffu, minghajr ma jaghti kasu,

kompla jdoqq il-vjolin — wahdu.
Ghana tal-vjolin.
TIFEL: It-tifel resaq bil-mod.
ll-vjolin jieqaf wara ftit.
BUFFU (Zorr): Min hemm?
TIFEL: Jien.
BUFFU: Int? (Pawsa) Int min?
TIFEL: Jien... Jien, Sur Buffu.

BUFFU: Ohrog minn dak id-dell! Kif tridni narak? (Pawsa) Ah, huwa

int.
TIFEL: Iva, jien.
BUFFU: M’hemm hadd izjed, hux?
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TIFEL: Fejn?
BUFFU: Hemm, fid-dell, fid-dlam... mnejn gejt int.
TIFEL: Le, hadd. Jien biss.
BUFFU: Hmm. X’kont ged taghmel mistohbi hemm?
TIFEL: Xejn. Nisimghek iddoqq jekk joghgbok.
BUFFU: Joghgobni. (Pawsa) Int joghgbok?
TIFEL: Xiex?
BUFFU: Li ndoqq — joghgbok jew le?
TIFEL: Iva, Dazgur.
BUFFU: Tajjeb mela.
Daqq fugq il-vjolin ghal ftit.
Jieqaf hesrem.
BUFFU: X’inti tiskanta lejja?
TIFEL: Xejn -xejn, Sur Buffu.
BUFFU: Mela ghalfejn ged tiskanta?
TIFEL: Ghax irrid narak ahjar.

BUFFU: Tarani ahjar? Kif nista’ nkun ahjar milli jien? (Pawsa) Tajjeb.

(Pawsa) Issa -issa qed tarani? (Pawsa) Hekk ahjar, tkellem?
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Ersaqtlek ghad-dawl issa. Ghedtlek hekk ahjar?
TIFEL: Ghax...
BUFFU: Qed terga’ tiskanta! Mela mmutajt issa? Tkellem!
TIFEL: Iva; ahfirli izda...
BUFFU: Izda xiex? Aqlaghha!
TIFEL: Ghax int ... Int mhux il-Buffu.
BUFFU: M’iniex il-Buffu? Kif?...

TIFEL: Ghax... tilbes bhalu kieku — dawk l-ilbies, il-kuluri kollha... kont

hsibtek il-Buffu. Imma issa li rajt wiccek...
BUFFU: Wicci? X'ghandu wicci?

TIFEL: Mhux bhal tieghu — bhal tal-Buffu. Wiccek imkemmex, xaghrek

griz u ghajnejk — ghajnejk fil-hofral...

BUFFU: Iva. Fil-hofra — ghajjiena, il-gilda stirata fug hugbejn
mghaddma, halqi fetha gherja fejn ma tlehhx id-dagka sfiga
ta’ buffu...

TIFEL (akkuza): M’intix il-Buffu.

BUFFU: M’iniex. llI-Buffu wi¢éu mfaqqga’, ahmar, imniehnru kbir gisu
¢irasa misjura, halqu mcarrat f'dahka sfiga permanenti;

ghajnejh — ghajnejh kbar ileqqu jeghmzuk, xuxtu sewda, twila
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u tleqq b’elf kulur! Dak hu I-Buffu tassew. Ghax il-Buffu
langas ma jdoqq il-vjolin, bhali. Le; hu jdoqq it-tanbur, it-
trumbetta u z-zinnannati -kollox idoqq il-Buffu, izda mhux il-

vjolin. Le, m’iniex il-Buffu jien.
TIFEL: Min int mela?

BUFFU: Jien? Tassew — mistogsija f'wagtha — jien min jien? Min?...
Eh, iva — jiena huh — hu Beppo. Ghalhekk nilbes bhalu. Huh

jien.
TIFEL: Hu Beppo? U Beppo fejn hu mela?

BUFFU: Beppo? Hemm — hemm gew fil-karavana. Dahal jistrieh.
Jistrieh... Ma felahx aktar ghall-ghagha tal-folla. (Pawsa)

Tridni ndoqq il-vjolin issa?
TIFEL: ll-vjolin?... Eh, iva —iva mela le,
L-ghanja tal-vjolin.
Tieqaf wara ftit.
Pawsa.
Hemda ghajr ghall-ghana tal-iwriezaq.
BUFFU: Ma kontx ged tiehu gost tismaghni jagaw?

TIFEL: Iva, Dazgur.
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BUFFU: Dazgur kont ged tiehu gost, jew Dazgur ma kontx ged tiehu
gost? Tigdibx taf, tifel!

TIFEL (mahsud): Ma gdibtx!

BUFFU: Tigdibx! Qatt tigdeb, ged tifhem! Mhux tassew li kont ged

tiehu gost tismaghni ndoqq. Ha nara; ghidha.
TIFEL: X'nghid?

BUFFU: Is-sewwal! Irrid nisimghek tghidha. Ghid: ma kontx ged niehu
gost nisimghek iddoqq! Ghidha!

TIFEL: Ma kontx ... Ma kontx ged niehu...

BUFFU: ...Gost nisimghek iddoqq! Kompliha!

TIFEL: Ma kontx ged niehu gost nisimghek iddoqq, le!

BUFFU: M’hemmx ghalfejn tghajjat! M’ghedtlekx ghajjat jien!
TIFEL: Int ged tghajjat issa. Jien ghedt biss is-sewwa, kif ridt int.

BUFFU: Hmm. U ghamilt sewwa. Hekk ahjar. Qatt tigdeb. Fittex
dejjem is-sewwa. La tgarraq U langas thalli lil min igarraq bik.
Imma ghidli issa! — Ghaliex m’intix tiehu gost tismaghni
ndoqq? Isa, ghidli -tibzax. Forsi -forsi ghax jien m’iniex il-
Buffu? Ghalhekk? -Taghmillix sinjali b’rasek! Tkellem — qatt

tibza’ tghid is-sewwa. Trid ’il Beppo u mhux lili, hux hekk?
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TIFEL: Iva, irrid “il Beppo.

BUFFU: Sewwa — sewwa wisq. Titghallem malajr int. Mela jien sejjer.

TIFEL: Sejjer?

BUFFU: Iva, sejjer fil-karavana. Mhux ’il Beppo ridt int? Tajjeb — issa
mmur nghidlu li ged tistennieh. Int ibq’hawn izda; ticcaqlagx.
U tipprovax tittawwal fil-karavana. Jekk tittawwal Beppo
jisparixxi u ssib lili biss hemm gew; lili biss, fhimt? Imbaghad

zgur gatt ma tarah aktar ’il Beppo. Qed tifhem, hux?
TIFEL: Iva. Nibga” hawn.
BUFFU: U tittawwalx.
TIFEL: Le.
BUFFU: Tajjeb. Stenna ftit mela.
Pawsa.

TIFEL: Jitrieghed xi ftit fis-sirda tal-lejl, it-Tifel gaghad jistenna barra I-
karavana. Imma fuq I-gholja |-folla kompliet tidhak, tghajjat u
tixxala — kompliet il-lejl kollu, bhal ma ghamlet I-iljieli |-ohra
kollha ta’ qabel u I-iljieli I-ohra li kienu ghad iridu jigu... llI-folla
kompliet tidhak. U t-Tifel stenna quddiem karavana
maghluga taht gamar kwinta mdendel f'sema mizrugh

kwiekeb; stenna sakemm il-bieb infetah u liwriezaq siktu.
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Frattarija ta’ strumenti: trumbetta, tanbur,

zinnannati.

BUFFU (dahka hajja u ferrieha): Hawn jien! Kemm ahna sbieh min jaf

jarana, hej! Kemm ahna sbieh! Jien Beppo — il-Buffu!
TIFEL: II-Buffu! Iva, int buffu tassew! Int Beppo!

BUFFU: Jien hu, kollu kemm hu — jew m’hux! Imma int lili trid tifel,
hu? Mhux lil hija. Arawni mela — jien il-Buffu!l Wic¢i ahmar,
imfaqqa’, imniehri kbir gisu cirasa misjura, halgi mcarrat
f'dahka sfiga permanenti, ghajnejja kbar ileqqu u jeghmzuk,
xuxti sewda tqila u tleqq b’elf kulur. Xi whud jghidu li dan
kollu mhux ghajr kartapesta kkullurita. Imma int
temminhomx! Teminhomx, Tifel! Jien il-Buffu! Issa ged

taghrafni hux, Tifel?
TIFEL: Iva; int zgur il-Buffu!

BUFFU: Tabilhaqq! Jien hu! U lili ma tridnix indogglok ilvjolin, hux
hekk?

TIFEL: Le, il-vjolin le, Sur Buffu.

BUFFU: Sur Buffu? U min gatt rah is-sur? Jien hadd ma jsejjahli “Sur”
lili. Beppo — kulhadd Beppo jsejjahli: Beppo biex inservik.
Ghidli, xi tridni naghmel? Kull xewga tieghek hija kmand
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ghalija, Princep Zghir.
TIFEL: Tajjeb mela — Beppo. Taf x'nixtiegek taghmilli — il-buzulloti.
Bhal dalghodu fit-triq.

BUFFU: Buzullotti? U mela le! L-ghaxqa tieghi il-buzullotti! Arani -

tridni nogghod fuq rasi — rasi ’l isfel u saqajja ’l fugq?
TIFEL: Iva! Iva!

BUFFU: Tajjeb. Ersaq ftit ‘il hemm, eh. Irid ikolli ftit ta’ wisa’ biex
niehu girja u naglibha. Dawn I-affarijiet kumplikati taf, Tifel —
kumplikati hafna! Trid bosta studju, kalkolu u meditazzjoni —
imma l-aktar |i trid tik-kon-éen-tra!  Aaaahaaaah!
Ikkonéentrajt bizzejjed! Mela, arani gej: wiehed — tnejn —

tlieta! Ooopsa!
Storbju ta’ strumenti tal-muzika jingalbu.
BUFFU (kemmxejn imganzah): Hekk tajjeb, Tifel? X’jidhirlek eh?
TIFEL: Kemm int tac¢-cajt!

BUFFU: Tac-¢ajt? Dazgur li tac-¢ajt! X’buffu nkun jekk ma nkunx tac-
Cajt, tajba din? Imma hej, jekk nibga’ rasi ’l isfel tugaghni I-

gargha. Din l-art iebsa wisq.
TIFEL (jidhak.)

BUFFU: Meta kont zghir jien u sejjer l-iskola hbatt rasi ma’ pulizija
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ohxon liebes il-frakk u t-tomna, u hej minn dak inhar rasi

bagghet tugaghni.
TIFEL (jidhak.)

BUFFU: Tidhak, hux? Niehu gost narak tidhak. Imma hej ma nistax
indum aktar hekk, tafx... Imma stenna ftit! Dan kif int rasek ’l

isfel, Tifel?
TIFEL: Jien?
BUFFU: Iva, int! Lilek ged nghid!
TIFEL: Imma jien m’iniex rasi 'l isfel!

BUFFU: M’intix? Imma int zgur? — Ara, ara! Ukoll il-karavana rasha’l
isfel... U dawk is-sigar — dawk in-nies hemm fuq dawk ukoll

rashom 'l isfel! Kollha kemm huma rashom ’l isfel u ma jafux!

TIFEL (jidhak): Kif ma jafux? Kieku rashom ’l isfel ma jhossuhiex

tugaghhom rashom kif thossha int?

BUFFU: U huma jhossuha wkoll; izda dawk jidhku biex jinsew! M’intix

tismaghhom x’jidhku?
TIFEL: Ghalhekk dejjem jidhku mela.
BUFFU: Ghalhekk, I-imsejkna. (Pawsa) Dak x’inhu?

TIFEL: Dak? Ghall-gamar ged tghid?
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BUFFU: Qamar? Tghidx hmerijiet! Jien isfel ghedt, mhux fuq.
Sakemm ma jkunx gamar fil-bir — kieku iva, jista’ jkun isfel...

Jekk tifhem xi rrid nghid.
TIFEL: Imma dak il-qamar! U fuq gieghed — fis-sema! Fis-semal!
BUFFU: Is-sema! ll-genna?
TIFEL: Is-sema!

BUFFU: X’kull wahda, x’kull wahda! Meta jew id-dinja kollha ged itiha
tal-gamar -jew inkella I-gamar ged itih tal-gamar! Jew forsi —

forsi jien rasi 'l isfel!
TIFEL: Imma int gieghed rasek 'l isfel!

BUFFU: Jien? Iva bilhaqq, hux! Mela ghalhekk qged tugghani rasi.
Meta kont zghir kont sejjer il-knisja u hbatt rasi ma’ pavaljun
tal-festi mperre¢ taht sema ikhal imniggez bilporvli tal-
murtali, u hej, minn dak inhar rasi bagghet tugghani. U
ghadha tugaghni... Jimporta jekk ma nibgax rasi ’l isfel, Tifel.

Nixtieq nistrieh ftit.
TIFEL: Mela le, Beppo.

BUFFU: Aaah! Hekk ahjar! Dan Il-ahhar ma nafx x'ged itini dejjem
ghajjien. Nikkoncéentra wisq jien. Imma dan l|-ahhar... infittex

biss li nistrieh. Naf li semplici buffu m’ghandu ebda dritt jitlob
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li jistrieh; dik wahda mil-ligijiet ta¢-Cirku. Imma hej, kultant
itini nahseb li min ghamel illigijiet nesa li jekk nogghod rasi 'l
isfel I-imsejkna saqajja jkollhom jogghodu hemm fuq fil-gholi.
U jahasra dawk ihossu I-frisk imsieken, hemm fuq. Ara — ara
x'togba ghamel l-istrapozz fejn hareg jittawwal sebghi I-kbir,

miskin.
TIFEL: Iva, tassew! Qisu patatal
BUFFU: lva, hux? Imma miskin dak ukoll ihossu I-bard.

TIFEL: Naf. Jien ukoll, meta I-Mummy tinsa ssewwili lpeduni u
nsibhom imgattghin aktar inhossu I-bard. U mhux f'sagajja

biss.
BUFFU: Ciss, ged tara miskin. Imma ghidli haga, Tifel; x’jismek int?
TIFEL: Jien? Jisimni... Jismni... #a nara... Iva; jismni Eku! Eku!

BUFFU: Eku? Hu ftit stramb, hux? Ma tantx naf nies jisimhom Eku.

(Pawsa qgasira) Ma jismekx ghalli jista’ jkun ...John, hux?
TIFEL: John? Kif taf?... (Jiegaf) Ghaliex ghandu jkun jisimni John?

BUFFU: Eh, ghax naf hafna tfal bil-peduni maqattghin li jisimhom
John. Xi whud jisimhom Raymond. Int mhux Raymond jismek
hu?

TIFEL: Le. Eku jisimni.
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BUFFU: Mela — mela mhux Michael?

TIFEL: Le.

BUFFU: Langas Mario.

TIFEL: Langas.

BUFFU: Freddie?

TIFEL: Le!

BUFFU: Pawlu? Pietru? GuZi?

TIFEL: Le, le u le! Jisimni Eku! Jiena Eku.(Jidhak)

BUFFU: #eqq, Eku mela. Tajjeb wisq. U la jismek Eku, ma jismekx,

nghidu ahna... Rumpilstiltskin?
TIFEL (jieqaf mid-dahk): Ruptils?...
BUFFU: Le, mhux hekk. (Jirrepeti I-isem bil-mod) Rumpilstilts-kin.

TIFEL (jipprova jidra I-isem): Rum-pil-stilts-kin. Rumpilstiltskin! Iva,

hekk jisimni! Rumpilstiltskin! Jiena Rumpilstiltskin!
BUFFU: Ahha! Rajtx! Mela mhux John!
TIFEL: Le!
BUFFU: U lanqgas Eku mela!

TIFEL: Le! Isbah Rumpis... Rumpilstiltskin! (Jidhak)
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BUFFU (jidhak mieghu): Eh, deherli li tifel bil-ghagal bhalek ma setax
jismek John — jew Eku. Inti tafha l-istorja tieghu - ta’
Rumpilstiltskin? Kien ihobb jiZfen u jkanta dak, miskin, u
minhabba f'hekk, wara dak kollu li ghamel maghha I-
Princ¢ipessa ma zammitx il-weghda taghha. Kemm irrabja
miskin Rumpilstiltskin. #add izda ma sema’ bih aktar

imbaghad. Tafha dik l-istorja, tifel?
TIFEL: Le, ghidhieli, Beppo. Sabiha?

BUFFU: Sabiha? Le, m’hix sabiha; qatt m’ghogbitni lili. Le, ma
nghidhielekx. Ahjar li ma tkunx tafha. Imma issa tridx

indoqqglok it-tanbur — trid?
TIFEL: ®#a ndoqqu jien! U z-zinnannati wkoll!

BUFFU: lIz-zinnannati? Taf |li meta ndoqq iz-zinnannati tugaghni rasi

lili?
TIFEL: Mela dejjem tugghek rasek int, Beppo?
BUFFU: Dejjem, ghax meta kont zghir...

TIFEL: Naf, naf! Meta kont sejjer I-iskola hbatt rasek ma’ pulizija tal-
frak u meta kont sejjer il-knisja hbatt rasek ma’ pavaljun tal-

festa. Naf, naf!

BUFFU: Taf? Dan kif taf, int?
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TIFEL: Ghax ghedtli!

BUFFU: Jien ghedtlek? Dan meta? Imma m’ghedtlekx li meta kont
sejjer nizzewweg hbatt rasi ma’ tarbija werca fi pram bla roti;

dan m’ghedtulekx, eh tifel?
TIFEL: Iva, ghedtuli.
BUFFU: Ghedtulek?
TIFEL: Dazgur li ghedtuli. Ghedtuli issa! (Jidhak)

BUFFU: Imma kemm jien hmar! Taf li kont ‘ga nsejt? Lil dawk t’"hemm
fug ghedtulhom u nsew mill-ewwel. Imma dawk ma jhabblux
rashom; jidhku, joghlew, jixxalaw -x'ma jinsewx? Ghaliex
m’ghandniex naghmlu bhalhom ahna wkoll? Ninsew. Ejja
mmorru, Rumpilstiltskin; ninghagdu maghhom. Int trid tara ¢-

Cirku, hux hekk?

TIFEL: Iva, ghalhekk gejt mal-Mummy u d-Daddy. lzda lil dawk
tlifthom fil-folla. Nigi mieghek, imma jekk izzommli jdejja u

ma thallinix nintilef. Mieghek ma nibzax, Beppo.
BUFFU: Tifhux, hsieb; inzommlok idejk. Hekk, marsusin tajjeb hekk?
TIFEL: Iva, hekk ma nintilifx.

BUFFU: Tajjeb! U f'din I-id I-ohra — ghax jien tnejn ghandi idejn, taf?
Dazgur -f'din I-ohra ngibu din ghal li jista’ jkun.
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TIFEL: X'tambiha I-umbrella? Mhux se taghmel xita.
BUFFU: Eh, dik dejjem f'idejja, tifel. Ma mmur imkien minghajrha.
TIFEL: Dal-ghodu wkoll f'dik ix-xemx kollha kienet f'idejk.

BUFFU: Daz-zminijiet gatt ma tista’ tghid meta ser jaghmel jew ma
jaghmilx il-maltemp. Ma tafx meta tigi bzonnha. Dawk hemm
fuq jidhku u jizfnu minghajr qatt ma jahsbu ghall-kenn. Imma

jien le; le jien! Jien naf!
TIFEL: X'taf, Beppo?

BUFFU: Naf. Naf li xi darba ghad inhossu I-art tithezhez taht sagajna
u riefnu jahraq jinzel jisloh l-art -ix-xemx tinheba f'gamra
aqwa minn tas-Sirju — shaba sewda titghawwem fuq in-nirien
u tinzel tixtered fuq wiéc l-art, tniggez u toqtol kull hjiel ta’
hajja li jkun baqa’. Jifdal biss hofra gherja karbonizzata fejn il-
Mewt tizfen imxajtna, il-mingel taghha jahsad mill-mixtla tal-

gerda li zera’ I-bniedem. Dak li naf jien.

TIFEL: Kemm int gharef, Beppo, taf dawn I-affarijiet kollha. Imma jien

xorta ma nafx x’ghandu x’jagsam dan mal-umbrella.

BUFFU: Ghandu, tifel. Ghax ghalkemm hadd ma jrid jiftakar, fug
rasna ghandna mdendla x-xabla ta’ Damokle -fuqg rasna lkoll.

U jien biex ma ninsiex niehu l-umbrella dejjem mieghi.
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TIFEL: Imma dik [-umbrella gadima, kollha mraqggha u mtaqgba. Dik

ma zzommhiex ix-xita.

BUFFU: Sakemm ma taghmilx ix-xita ma tistax tghid. U wara kollox,
dejjem ahjar mix-xejn. Irid ikollok xi hjiel ta’ kenn — qgarrieqi
kemm hu qarrieqgi — irid ikollok xi wens — imqar bla tama —
izda li jghinek tkompli trigtek imwieghra, waqt li tgharrex is-

smewwiet ghall-ewwel shaba sewda li thabbar il-herba.

TIFEL: M’iniex nifhmek, Beppo. Beppo, meta titkellem hekk tfakkarni
f'huk.

BUFFU: Ghandek ragun; kliem bhal dan ma jixragx fugq fomm il-Buffu.
L-ahjar li wiehed jinsa; hekk jew hekk x'nistghu naghmlu

ahna? Ejja mela, immorru lura ¢-Cirku, Rumpilstiltskin.
TIFEL: Iva, forsi nsibu I-Mummy u d-Daddy ukoll. Ejja, Beppo!
BUFFU: Gej, gej; bil-mod iggebbidx. Mhux minn hemm se nghaddu.
TIFEL: Ghaliex mhux minn hawn?
BUFFU: Ghax le. Hemm hemm il-gagga tal-iljuni.
TIFEL: L-iljuni? Kemm nixtieq narahom, Beppo! Hudni hdejhom trid?
BUFFU: X’int tghid? Hdejhom! Le, hemm le. X'fihom x’tara?

TIFEL: Imma jien irrid narahom!
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BUFFU: Ghedtlek le. M’'hemmx x’tara. Issa ejja mieghi. ‘Tini jdejk,

isa...
TIFEL: Le, irrid nara l-iljuni!
BUFFU: Le, ‘tini jdejk... Ejja 'l hawn!

TIFEL: Ma rridx. Irrid nara l-iljuni. (Jidhak — jitbieghed) Irrid narahom!
Ejja Ihagni jekk trid, Buffu!

BUFFU: Le, tkunx ibleh, Rumpilstiltskin. Ejja lura! Ejja lura, John!

John!
TIFEL (il boghod): Le u le! Irrid narahom!
Pawsa
Passi resqin imghagglin.

BUFFU (jilheg): Int -int se tghallini! Ma smajtnix insejjahlek? Ejja

minn hemm.

TIFEL (kwiet): Ghaliex? Billi ged inhares lejn I-iljuni? Hemm geghdin

hux, wara dak il-hadid?
BUFFU (kiebi): Hemm qgeghdin.
TIFEL: 'Qas jidhru fid-dlam. Kemm huma kwieti.
BUFFU: Kwieti issa —imma hemm geghdin, tahseb xejn.

TIFEL: X’ghedt li jisimhom?
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BUFFU: Naga u Hiro. (Pawsa qasira.) Ejja, issa rajthom. Ejja mmorru.
TIFEL: Ghaliex tibza” dagshekk minnhom, Beppo?

BUFFU: Ghaliex? Tistaqgsini ghaliex? Imma ghandek ragun; int ghadek
zghir. Ma tiftakarhiex il-grajja.

TIFEL: Xi grajja?

BUFFU: Grajja kerha. Ghoxrin sena ilu... Imma ejja mmorru;
nghidhielek darb’ohra.

TIFEL: Le, issa. Ghidhieli issa, Beppo. X’'gara ghoxrin sena ilu?

BUFFU: Tajjeb, nghidlek. Imma wara mmorru minn hawn.

TIFEL: Ghidhieli.

BUFFU: Madwar ghoxrin sena ilu l-iljuni harbu mill-gagga u nizlu fuq
zewgt irhula qgrib i¢-Cirku. In-nies kienu reqdin u l-iljuni
ghamlu stragi shiha minnhom. Irgiel, nisa, tfal, kollha sfaw
meqruda bla hniena taht snienhom. Ftit kienu li helsu mill-
gerda, u dawk il-ftit bagghu mmankati ghal ghomorhom.
Herba shiha, bla hniena, u kollox gara fi ftit sekondi -ghoxrin

sena ilu. Qed tifhem ghaliex nibza’ minnhom issa, tifel?

TIFEL: Imma jekk huma feroc¢i dags kemm ged tghid int, kif kien li ma

gatluhomx meta regghu gabduhom lill-iljuni?

BUFFU: Eh, tistagsix lili. Dik stagsiha lis-sidien ta¢-Cirku. Jien m’iniex
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ghajr buffu. Naf biss li wara li regghu tefghu l-iljuni fil-gagga,
gew hafna nies, irjus kbar kbar, biex jaraw il-hsara u |-herba i
kienu ghamlu. Kulhadd beka fug dawk I-imsejkna li kienu tilfu
hajjithom, u dawk I-istess irjus kbar imbaghad iltagghu u
nghagdu madwar mejda kbira tonda biex jiddeciedu

x'ghandu jsir dwar l-iljuni.
TIFEL: U x’'ghamlu?
BUFFU: Qaghdu jpacpcu.
TIFEL: lpacpcu biss?

BUFFU: Ipacpcu, eh; imma dak tpacpi¢, tifel! Mhux kif inpacpcu jiena
u int meta nghidlek kemme-il darba nahbat rasi jien, taf?
Mela! Ipaépcu b’hafna ilsna; bl-Ingliz, Franciz, Russu — b’kull
lingwa |i hawn fid-dinja! Dak tpacépi¢! Fl-ahhar imbaghad
gatghuha li l-iljuni ma kellhomx jithallew jaharbu aktar. #add
izda ma ssugerixxa li jogtluhom, min jaf ghaliex? Tefghuhom
minflok f'gagga akbar b’hafna katnazzi u poggew ukoll
gwardjan ghassa maghhom. U hallewhom jghixu lill-iljuni.
B’hekk is-sidien tac-Cirku hasbu li malajr jintesa kollox -
jintesew Naga u Hiro u jintesew Il-eluf li sfaw magqtulin

minnhom. Tintesa I-girda u jintesew l-iljuni.

TIFEL: Imma int bqgajt tiftakar, Beppo. Kemm nixtieq nista’ narahom.
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Qatt ma johorgu minn dik id-dalma?
BUFFU: Itlob lill-Bambin li le...
IL-GWARDIJAN (jersaq jghajjat): Hoj hemm! X'inhu gej?
TIFEL: Beppo, min hu dak?

GWARDJAN: X'intom taghmlu hemm? Min hemm hemm? (Bejn

bezghan — bejn jhedded) Se — se nigi ghalikom! Min hemm?
BUFFU: Jien —jien u dat-tifel.
GWARDJAN: Int?
BUFFU: Jien. Beppo, il-Buffu.
TIFEL: Beppo, min hu dak in-nanu?

BUFFU: Ill-gwardjan tal-iljuni. ..Jien Beppo, m’intix taghrafni,

Gwardjan?

GWARDJAN (lehnu issa grib): Beppo? (Irabbi I-arja) 1l-Buffu! X'inti

taghmel hawn, eh, x'inti taghmel?

BUFFU: Xejn. Xejn, Sur Gwardjan. Dat-tifel ried jara I-iljuni bilfors.

Gejt niehdu lura.

GWARDIJAN: Eh iva? Hudu minn hawn mela — imxu! Nispera li ma
gaghadx jghajjeb I-iljuni -dat-tfal kollha hekk! U ma jridu xejn

Naga u Hiro biex jitilfu n-nghas. Mur erga’ raggadhom
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imbaghad! Ejjew, isaw, imxuli minn hawn!

TIFEL: Jien m’ghajjibthomx. U kieku stess ghajjibthom ma kinux
jarawni f'dad-dlam!

GWARDJAN: Aha! Tifel intelligenti ged nara! Intelligenti u ibleh
imma. Ma jifhimx li min jazzarda jilghab ma’ liljuni, hazin
jispi¢ca. Hazin — hazin hafna, tifel! (Jidhak dahka li toghla,
izzarzar — imbaghad tieqaf hesrem.) Oj! Hawn x'qed nara?
Min fetah il-gagga? Il-bieba miftuha! Il-gagga tal-iljuni

miftuha! Min fetahha — min, Buffu?
BUFFU: Mhux ahna! Nizgurak, Gwardjan — mhux ahna!
GWARDJAN: Xi hadd fetahha!
BUFFU: Imma mhux ahna! Mhux ahna!
GWARDJAN: Min mela? Ghidli Buffu, min?

BUFFU: Ma nafx jahasra, Sur Gwardjan. Forsi Ozroff — jew Chin Lee.

Dawk dejjem lesti jaqilghu I-ghawg! Mhux ahna imma.

GWARDIJAN: Xi hadd fetahha — kien min kien! X'nghidilhom kieku lis-
Superjuri tieghi jekk jistagsuni? Allahares insir naf min
fetahha. Allahares, ghax nagbdu, nagbdu u ... nagbdu u...
nurih jien! Nurih!

TIFEL: U x'taghmillu — nanu bhalek?
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GWARDJAN: Hrmmff!! Naghmillu — naghmillu mela le, tifel!
Tisbita tal-bieba tal-hadid tal-gagga.

GWARDIJAN: ...Dak li naghmillu! Nispera li hadd ma jerga’ jiftahha.
Nispera! ll-gagga maghluga trid tkun — dejjem maghluqa.
Hazin jekk ma nsibhiex maghluga! (Jidhak f'dagqa) Dejjem
maghluga! Maghlugal!
Id-dahk tal-GWARDJAN joghla, imbaghad
jitbieghed.

BUFFU: Tihux ghalih, Tifel. Kulhadd mignun hawn - allavolja
m’humiex rashom ’l isfel. Jien ghedtlek izda li ma kellniex
x'nigu naghmlu hawn. Ejja mmorru issa; ma nhalluhx jerga’

jigi u jsibna hawn. Ejja.

TIFEL: Le, stenna, Beppo! Hares! ll-gagga — il-bieba ghadha miftuha!
Mhux veru li ghalagha I-Gwardjan. Sabbatha biss!

BUFFU: Immorru — malajr! Immorru!
TIFEL: Imma Beppo, il-gagga ghadha miftuha! Ghadha miftuha!

BUFFU: Tippruvax tifhem,tifel. Kulhadd jaf li I-gagga dejjem miftuha;
jaghzlu li ma jiftakrux izda. Tabirruhhom ma jafux. Jippruvaw
jinsew -jippruvaw kieku. Imma ghalxejn — jixxalaw kemm

jixxalaw, jiddiehku kemm jiddiehku gatt ma jinsew. Naga u
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Hiro ma jintesewx.
Muzika taé-Cirku. Lura fil-folla.
BUFFU: Qatt rajtha sewwa I-folla, Rumpilstiltskin?
TIFEL: Iva, hafna drabi.

BUFFU: Imma rajtha tassew? Flejtha sewwa? Jekk thares sew issib xi
haga kurjuza -issib li wara kollox m’hemm xejn x'tifli. Cappa
wahda ghamja miexja — dejjem miexja. #add ma jara lill-iehor
-hadd ma jaf lill-iehor. U dejjem mexjin; tal-gelati, tal-Luna
Park, tas-sold xelin, il-Gwardjan, kollha I-istess harsa. Harsa

cassa, belhana... Bilhaqq bhal tieghi, hux tifel?
TIFEL: Iva, kollha I-istess. Huk biss mhux bhalhom.
BUFFU: Min?
TIFEL: Huk.
BUFFU: M’ghandix hija jien.

TIFEL: U mela m’ghandekx! Dak ir-ragel li kien hemm quddiem il-

karavana gabel hrigt int...
BUFFU: Eh, dak! Iva, hija — dak hija.
TIFEL: Hu biss m’ghandux wi¢éu bhal tal-ohrajn. Ma jidhakx. Ghaliex

gatt ma jidhak huk, Beppo?
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BUFFU: Min jaf? Jista’ jkun ghax forsi qabel issieheb ma¢-Cirku kien
imdejjaq fid-dar li kien jghix fiha. Ried jehles mill-irbit tal-
familja, mill-wi¢¢ imgarras ta’ martu, mid-disprezz u t-
tmaqdir ta’ uliedu. Minhabba [-girien hadd ma kien ihallih
idoqq il-vjolin. Fuqg ix-xoghol shabu I-iskrivani kienu ghazzenin
u jghaddu z-zmien bih jarawh jahdem, waqt li I-Principal stess
ma kienx jahmlu. Fl-ahhar ghalhekk harab u nghagad mac-
Cirku. Haseb li hawn hadd ma jindahallu. Miskin kemm mar
imqarraq! Kulma sab hawn kien li wicc il-Mara I-Hoxna kien
wi¢¢é martu, wicé sid i¢-Cirku kien wié¢ il-Principal u wicé
shabu taé¢-Cirku, l-iskrivani. U langas hawn ma hallewh idoqq
il-vjolin, ghax flok il-girien sab il-folla. Tawh minflok it-tambur
u zznnannati u gieghluh idogghom, basta jaghmel hafna
storbju u jigbor aktar nies. U hekk kif gabel kien jagla’ bis-

sieq, hekk wara xorta kompla jagla’ bis-sieq.

TIFEL: Mela ghalhekk galbu sewda miskin. Int mhux bhalu izda,

Beppo.

BUFFU: Le. (Ferhan) M’iniex bhalu, le! Ghax jien xeddejt il-maskra ta’
huti |-bnedmin u sirt wiehed minnhom - wic¢ fil-folla.
Ghalhekk jien mhux bhalu. ll-folla gatt ma tkun imdejga;
ismaghhal

L-ghagha tal-folla.
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BUFFU: Imma tridx tiekol xi haga, Tifel? Tiehu gelat, jew forsi xi

pastizzi?

TIFEL: Gelati le. Dak tal-gelati m’ghandux hlief tal-lewz morr. Mhux

billi jghajjat li ghandu tal-vanilja u ¢-cikkulata.

BUFFU: Stramba I-bi¢¢a, hux? jien li nhobb tal-lewz morr gatt ma
nsiblu hlief tal-vanilja. Imma ara, tridx nixtru nofs tuzzana
pastizzi. Tassew li gatt ma tista’ tghid humiex tal-irkotta jew
tal-pizelli, imma talangas taqta’ I-guh. Trid nixtru, ghid?
(Pawsa qasira) Lilek ged inkellem, Tifel! Hii, kemm thobb

tiskanta, x’'wahda din!
TIFEL: Imma hares, Beppo! Dawk it-tnejn ged tarahom? Dawk humal!
BUFFU: Huma min?
TIFEL: Iva humal! (Isejjah) Mummy! Daddy!
BUFFU: Fejnhom?
TIFEL: Hemm, hdejn dak tat-tfiegh tac-c¢rieki... Mummy! Daddy!

RAGEL TAT-TFIGH TAC-CRIEKI: Zewg xelini tlieta! Zewg xelini tlieta!
Ejjew uru hilitkom! Pupu kbir tal-lasktu ghal min igib i¢-cirku

fin-nofs. B’zewg xelini tlieta! Zewg xelini tlieta!
TIFEL: Mummy! Daddy! Fejn kontu, kemm fittixtkom?!

RAGEL: Haw’ — haw’, ej! Xinhu gej? Ara fejn timxi, trid? Ghal
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dagsxejn ma tfajtnix fug marti!
TIFEL: Imma Daddy, fejn kontu?
RAGEL: Arhemm ghedtlek!
MARA: Dat-tifel xi jrid, Gorg? Ehles minnu.

RAGEL: Iva, hanini. (Lit-TIFEL) Ejja. Ibqa’ ghaddej, tifel — dil frattarija
kollha!

TIFEL: Imma, Pa — Ma! M’intomx taghrfuni? Jien Johnny Johnny

taghkom!
MARA (tidhak): Johnny? Min hu, Johnny?

TAC-CRIEKI: Zewg xelini tlieta, hej! Zewg xelini biss! (Lit-TIFEL) lbga’

miexi, “boy” — qed tgerrixli n-nies! Imxi!
TIFEL: Imma, Mummy!...
MARA: Qatt ma rajtek f'ghomri; lilek min jafek?
TIFEL (imbikkem): Imma jiena Johnny!...
RAGEL: Ara, int xejn, ghax isa dejjagtni! Ibga’ sejjer, trid? Gharukaza!
TIFEL: Daddy!

RAGEL: Taghtix kasu, hanini — fl-ahhar jiddejjag. Dawn hekk trid

taghmillhom — turihom li m’intix taghti kashom.

MARA: X’kull wahda wkoll! Bhal xejn mhux jahseb li ged niggustawh!
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TIFEL: Imma jien Johnny! Jien Johnny, Mummy!

TAC-CRIEKI: Pupu tal-lasktu! Min jirbah pupu tal-lasktu, hej! Zewg
xelini tlieta! -Ghadek hawn int? Zul min-nofs ghedtlek, Tifel!

Ejja, imxili — U intom, Sinjuri? Tidhlulha? Zewg xelini biss.
MARA: U iva, Gorg; ipprova. X'titlef?
RAGEL: Iva, hanini. ‘Tini tlieta jekk joghgbok.
TAC-CRIEKI: Tlieta ghalik, Sinjur!
TIFEL: Imma Daddy! Mummy! Jiena Johnny!...
TAC-CRIEKI: Ejjew, Sinjuri! Pupu tal-lasktu! Pupu tal-lasktu!

It-tmashir tad-dahk tieghu jidwi u jithallat

mal-ghagha tal-folla.
TIFEL (jolfoq.)

BUFFU: #adt zball, Rumpilstiltskin. Ma kinux huma. M’hemmx
ghalfejn tibki, isa. Zball, dak kollox.

TIFEL: Hadt zball iva. Ma... ma kinux huma. [I-Mummy u d-Daddy
tieghi m’humiex bhal dawk. Ihobbuni lili. IThobbuni hafna.

BUFFU: Iva, Dazgur li jhobbuk, u mela le! Tibzax -issa nsibuhom; issa
tara kif insibuhom. Xi mkien hawn iridu jkunu. Ejja

nfittxuhom.
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TIFEL: Le. Xbajt indur. Irrid immur lura.
BUFFU: ’Ga ddejjaqt? Hawn tant loghob...

TIFEL: Iddejjaqt. Immorru lura fil-karavana tieghek, trid Beppo? Ma
rridx infittixhom izjed il-Mummy u d-Daddy. Isibuni huma jekk

iridu. Irrid nibga’” mieghek, Beppo mieghek biss.
Muzika tac-Cirku.
Tinzel bil-mod u tithallat mad-daqq tal-vjolin.

TIFEL (eku): U |-Buffu hadu mieghu lura fil-karavana. Ma riedx jaf b’li
jmur lura d-dar. Ghalhekk il-Buffu dahhlu fil=karavana u tah
is-sodda tieghu. Wara li geddsu sewwa fil-friex u xxuttalu I-

biki minn xfar ghajnejh, saflahhar it-Tifel tbissem.

BUFFU: Hekk -orgod issa, Rumpilstiltskin. Tibzax. Fil-ghodu nsibuhom

il-Ma u I-Pa. Orgod issa.
TIFEL: M’ghandix nghas issa, Beppo. Doqqli xi haga trid?

BUFFU: Imma t-tanbur u z-zinnannati Zgur ma jhallukx torgod

imbaghad.
TIFEL: Doqqli b’dak mela.
BUFFU: B’dan? Bil-vjolin?

TIFEL: Iva, b’dak.
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BUFFU: Imma dak mhux il-Buffu jdoqqu, Rumpilstiltskin. Dak ta’ hija.
TIFEL: Mela ghid lil huk jigi. Idogqu hu.

BUFFU: Trid lilu? Tassew? Tajjeb. Nghidlu jigi mela. Jiehu gost jarak
gejt lura, ikun jaf li xi hadd iridu. Int aghlaq ghajnejk issa.

Tiftahhomx gabel ma tisma’ d-daqq tal-vjolin, fhimt?
TIFEL: Fhimt, Beppo. Qed naghfashom ghajnejja. Ma niftahhomx.
BUFFU: Bravu. Issa stenna — stenna ftit.
Pawsa.
Jibda d-daqq tal-vjolin.

TIFEL: It-tifel bexxaq ghajnejh. Hu Beppo kien gieghed bilgieghda
f'tarf is-sodda jhares lejh, f'idejh il-vjolin jghanni. F’kollox kien
jixohu lil Beppo, hlief f'wiccu -wié¢ ghajjien, ghajnejn

miksurin, b’harsa ta’ diga mnaqqgxa fuqu.
(L-ghana tal-vjolin.)

TIFEL: Qaghad jisma’ t-tifel il-bikja tal-vjolin, l-istess bikja |i kienet
nibtet f'galbu malli dahal fi¢-Cirku. Beppo ma kien jidher
imkien, izda l-umbrella tieghu kienet ghadha hemm, fuq
banketta, u tahtha xi haga ohra, maghmula nofs tond; xi haga
hamra b’xaghar twil iswed ileqq b’elf kulur.

TIFEL: X'inhi dik?
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Il-vjolin jieqaf.
BUFFU: Liema?
TIFEL: Dik t’‘hemm taht,

BUFFU: Din? L-umbrella ta’ Beppo. Tibzax, mhux boghod minn hawn

Beppo.

TIFEL: Imma dik ta’ tahtha x’inhi?

BUFFU: Ghall-maskra qed tghid?

TIFEL: Maskra? Ha naraha.

BUFFU: Mhux ahjar torqod, Rumpilkstiltskin? Int ghajjien...

TIFEL: Jien Johnny jisimni. Irrid naraha.

BUFFU: Kif trid. Imma mbaghad orqod. Hawn — taghrfu dak il-wic¢?

TIFEL: Beppo! Dak wié¢ Beppo! Fejn hu Beppo?!

BUFFU: Beppo mar ghalissa. Imma tibzax, mhux boghod minn hawn.
La halla I-umbrella warajh, ma jdumx ma jigi.

TIFEL: Imma int zgur?

BUFFU: Ma jmur imkien mingharjha. Jigi tibzax. Malli tghidli,
insejjahlu u jigi. Imma hu hsiebha dik il-maskra. Tihieli ha

nerfaghha, ara.

TIFEL: Ma nistax inzommbha ftit?
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BUFFU: Tajjeb, Zommha. Imma hu hsiebha; minghajrha Beppo ma
jkunx jista’ jerga’ jigi. Issa pprova orgod. Aghlag ghajnejk —
hekk. Orgod. ll-lejl it-tajjeb.

TIFEL (jitnieghes): ll-lejl it-tajjeb.
Wahdu fil-hemda, il-vjolin jghanni fit-tul.

TIFEL: U t-Tifel ghalaq ghajnejh u ragad. lzda d-daqq tal=vjolin hadu

mieghu fil-holm, tul il-lejl kollu.
Vjolin.
TIFEL: 1zda ma’ l-ewwel dawl griz taz-zerniq, hekk kif I-imriezaq

bikrija tax-xemx bierda lagtu t-tinda I-kbira, il-ghana tal-vjolin

beda jnin bil-mod il-mod -sakemm waqaf ghal kollox.
Pawsa. Hemda.

TIFEL: It-tifel fetah ghajnejh. Kien wahdu -il-karavana battala. Il-vjolin
kien sieket fuq il-banketta hdejn [-umbrella. F'idu izda kien
ghadu jhaddan il-maskra u t-Tifel ftakar f'Beppo. Hares lejn I-
umbrella — Beppo ma kienx ’il boghod. (Isejjah) Beppo!
Beppo, fejn int? ...Ghajjat it-tifel. Minnufih il-bieb tal-
karavana tbexxaq bil-mod. Beppo kien semghu; kien gej. Bieb

jinfetah b’tisbita.

CHIN LEE (jidhak)
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TIFEL: Ma kienx Beppo! Kien ragel gsajjar, wic¢ isfar, ghajnejh dojoq
migbudin ‘il fug, xaghar lixx mixhut lura mill-qurriegha u
maghmul f'bezbuza twila sa nofs dahru u marbuta b’¢off

ahmar.
CHIN LEE (jidhak)
TIFEL (bezghan): Beppo! Beppo!

CHIN LEE: Ghalxejn issejjahlu lil Beppo! Ghalxejn! Beppo ma jezistix!

Beppo gatt ma kien!
TIFEL: Xi trid? Tersaqx lejja! Beppo!
CHIN LEE: Sejjahlu — sejjahlu! Imma ghalxejn!...
TIFEL: Beppo!

CHIN LEE: Trid lil Beppo? Imma Beppo hemm hu arah f'idejk! Dak
kulma hu Beppo; maskra kkulurita, bicca kartapesta u ftit
tiben; dak hu Beppo tieghek, Tifel. Dak hu! Maskra bhalna
Ikoll! U issa — issa Beppo jpattiha. Ma’ Chin Lee hadd ma
jiecajta — langas Buffu. Gibha ’| hawn! Gibha dik il-maskra!

TIFEL: Le! Dik ta’ Beppo! Tersagx lejja!

CHIN LEE: Gibha qed nghidlek! Gib! (Jghajjat bil-ferh hekk kif
jahtafha.)

TIFEL: Halliha! Halliha!
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CHIN LEE: Gibha 'l hawn, mela! Chin Lee gatt ma jinsa -Chin Lee gatt
ma jahfer. Beppo ma messux mar jghid li jien ftahtha |-gagga
tal-iljuni! Dik gidba! Mhux jien ftahtha! U issa pattejthielu!

Chin Lee qatt ma jahfer!
TIFEL: #alliha! Dik ta’ Beppo! Tihielil...

CHIN LEE: Ta’ Beppo! Tibzax, Beppo gatt izjed ma tarah! Qatt izjed!
Beppo gatt ma kien! Qatt — qatt — gatt! (Jitbieghed, ifaqqa’

dahka wara l-ohra.)
TIFEL: Beppo! Beppo!
Bieb tal-karavana jinfetah.
BUFFU: X’gara tifel dal-ghajat? X'ingala’?

TIFEL: Chin Lee! Dak ir-ragel li seraqli I-maskra — il-maskra ta’ huk!

Seraq il-maskra ta’ Beppo!
BUFFU: Chin lee?
TIFEL: Hemm hu, arah! Dak li sejjer jigri... Zommuh!
BUFFU: Imma dak — dak sejjer lejn il-gagga tal-iljuni!

TIFEL: Mur ilhqu! Mur hudlu I-maskra! Seraghieli! Hemm hi,araha,
ghadha f'idejh!

BUFFU (bezghan): Sejjer hdejn I-iljuni!
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CHIN LEE (il boghod — jghajjat): Maskra ta’ Buffu — Maskra ta’ Buffu!
Min iridha jmur ghalihal... Fil-gagga tal-iljuni! (Jidhak) Fil-

gagga tal-iljunil
TIFEL: Tefaghha! Tefaghha! X’se naghmlu issa?!
BUFFU: Imsejken Beppo.
TIFEL: Imma x’se naghmlu issa? Kif se ngibuha lura?

BUFFU: Ingibuha lura? Kif nistghu? Fil-gagga tal-iljuni ma nistghux
nidhlu.

TIFEL: Imma I-gagga dejjem miftuha. Kemm nidhlu u...

BUFFU: Nidhlu? Nidhlu hdejn Naga u Hiro? Int ibleh, Tifell Hemm
gew hadd ma jidhol u johrog haj!

TIFEL: Int tibza’! Imma la jigi Beppo jmur hu ghaliha.

BUFFU: Le -ifhimni, tifel. #add ma jidhol hemm gew. Kulhadd jibza’ —

ukoll Beppo. U fuq kollox issa Beppo ma jista’ qatt izjed jigi

lura. Bla maskra ma jkunx Beppo.
TIFEL: Qatt ma jigi — gatt ma narah!? Kif gal Chin Lee?!...

BUFFU: Kif jista’ jigi u juri wiccu bla maskra lill-folla? Ma jkunux iriduh
minghajrha. Le, Tifel -kellu ragun Chin Lee. Beppo ma jigix
aktar. Issa baga’ huh biss — jiena. U lanqas jien ma se ndum

wisq hawn. Rajt bizzejjed il-ferh imganzah tac¢-Cirku -smaijt
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bizzejjed id-dahk belhani tal-kotra. Nerfa’ I-vjolin u l-umbrella

u nerga’ nitlag mnejn gejt...
TIFEL: Tfittex lil Beppo?
BUFFU: Forsi...

TIFEL: Imma Beppo hawn jigi! Jigi lura Zgur! Ingibuhielu lura I-
maskra. Insibu ’l xi hadd jidhollu ghaliha hu.

BUFFU: U min jimpurtah jekk Buffu jigix lura jew le? Riduh biss biex
jaghtuh bis-sieq, jiddiehku bih u jghinhom jinsew. Izda langas
ghalhekk ma kien tajjeb. Skartawh. Le, aqta’ jiesek, ckejken.

Mur -mur sib lil ommok u missierek. Insieh lil Beppo.
TIFEL: Le! Beppo jigi lura!

BUFFU: Ghedtlek, Beppo mar. Kien biss holma f’lejla sajfija ta’ bluha.
Mur issa, tifel. Min jaf x’tistenniek il-Mama. 1¢-Cirku wasal
biex jaghlag. Jien ukoll sejjer. Nghid lis-sidien tac¢-Cirku li
sejjer u nitlag. Mur int ukoll, Tifel, isa. (Pawsa qasira) Ma
tridx? Se togghod hawn? Tajjeb, stennieni hawn mela, ara.
Issa nghidilhom li sejjer u mbaghad niehdok id-dar. Stennieni

hawn.
Pawsa.
TIFEL: Ir-ragel xwejjah li kien gisu Beppo u ma kienx Beppo-ir-ragel
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xwejjah li kien hu Beppo u ma kienx Beppo — mar. Imma t-
Tifel ma stenniex. Lil Beppo biss ried. Hares it-tifel lejn il-ponn
mghaffeg ta’ xaghar ikkulurit li kien baga’ mill-maskra. U kien

jaf it-Tifel kif igibu lura lil Beppo — kien jaf fejn isibu.
Toghla bil-mod il-muzZika issa ghajjiena tac-
Cirku.
Tkarwit tal-iljuni.

TIFEL: Tul il-lejl kollu ma kinux raqdu I-iljuni. Ix-xemx tgharrex wara x-
xefaq sabithom jistennew, iduru bla heda mal-gagga -
jistennew, taht sagajhom il-maskra mghaffga ta’ Buffu. U t-
Tifel riesaq lejn il-gagga, ghalkemm kien ghadu ma rahomx
‘ga kien sema’ lehinhom imghaddab jithallat mad-daqq
ghajjien tac-Cirku issa qed jitbattal. #add izda ma ta kaz tat-

tifel bl-umbrella ta’ Beppo hdejn il-gagga tal-iljuni.
Tkarwit dejjem ghola tal-iljuni

TIFEL: B’id soda it-tifel bexxaq il-bieba tal-gagga. U wagqt li folla gatt
xebghana kompliet tilghaq l-ahhar qgtar tal-bluha taé-Cirku, it-
Tifel dahal.

Bieba tal-hadid izzaqzaq hekk kif tinfetah. L-

iljuni.
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BUFFU (riesaq — isejjah): Rumpilstiltskin, fejn int? Johnny! Johnny!
(Imwerwer) JOHNNY, LE! Zommuh -thalluhx! Ohrog minn

hemm, Johnny! Johnny!...

Spluzzjoni ttarrax ta’ tkarwit feroci tal-iljuni.

Tidwi u tidwi...

Dahk sfrenat mill-folla jithallat ma’ muzika
bla razan.
Bil-qajla I-qgajla jitbaxxew il-hsejjes sa ma
tibga’ biss xi ftit muzika ’l boghod.
Ghagha ta’ migemgha Zghira.
Zaqziq tal-bieba tal-hadid.
GWARDIJAN: Zommu lura, Sinjuri! Zommu lura jekk joghgobkom!
BUFFU (imbikkem): Rumpilstiltskin. Ghaliex — ghaliex? Ghal dil-bicca

kartapesta mtertga u ftit tiben imberfel? Ghal dan,

Rumpilstiltskin? (Jolfog)

BUFFU: Beppo hawn hu, Rumpilstiltskin. Hawn jien arani. Issa
taghrafni, Rumpilstiltskin? Le -Rumpilstiltskin ma jaghraf lil
hadd izjed issa. U din l-umbrella ma tiswa xejn wara kollox.
Kellek ragun int, Rumpilstiltskin -ma kienet tiswa xejn fis-

siegha tat-tweghir. Imma x'jiswa |i taghraf it-tweghir jekk
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minnu kenn ma hemmx?! Ghiduli intom, x’jiswa? — intom i t-

tweghir tabirruhkom ma taghrfuhx?!
RAGEL FIL-FOLLA: Jagaw int Beppo? Int missieru?
BUFFU: Ghiduli x’jiswa? Ahjar li ma taghraf qatt xejn!

RAGEL FIL-FOLLA: Isma sieheb, jien nikkumpatik, imma jidhirli li
missek hadt hsieb ahjar ta’ ibnek. Anqas haqq l-inkwiet li
tagla’ ’l haddiehor.

GWARDIJAN: Hekk hu, sewwa ged tghid, Sinjur! Jien rajthom |-ewwel
hdejn il-gagga -ghedtilhom i I-iljuni m’ghandhomx xi
jriduhom -widdibthom biex ma jifthux il-gagga. Widdibthom
jien! Hadd ma jista’ jghid li ma wissejthomx! Jien ma kellix

x'nagsam! Jien mhux risponsabbli!
Ghagha tan-nies.

GWARDIJAN: Imma ibgghu mexjin, Sinjuri. Jekk tingabru hawn se
tqum ghagha shiha. Wara kollox hadd ma jista’ jghinu ’l dak
il-povru tifel. Ibgghu mexjin! Imxu jekk joghgobkom. Kemm
jista’ jkun tgajmux paniku -hekk jew hekk hadd ma jiehu gost

jisma’ bl-inkwiet. Ibgghu mexjin jekk joghgobkom.

BUFFU: Iva, sinjuri -x'intom ticcassaw? Ibgghu mexjin! Ghala

titnikkru? Ghoddsu raskom fir-ramel bhan-naghma u nsew.
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Ma gara xejn; ibgghu mexjin! Ma gara xejn!

GWARDJAN: Imxu, imxu! Imma ghidulhom; jien ma kellix x’nagsam.
Ghidulhom ma’ min tiltagghu; mhux htija tal-Gwardjan! Jien

ma kellix x’nagsam.
Muzika tac-Cirku.
Il-folla.
MARA (tidhak)
RAGEL (l-istess): Kieku bgajt hemm kont immut bid-dahk jahasra!
MARA: ...X’kull wahda wkoll! (Tidhak) U fejn baga’ dak it-tifel; ma
rajtx wiccu.
RAGEL: Tassew. Jiehu gost meta jara dal-pupu. Domna s=sighat biex
irbahnieh.
MARA: U int infaqt flus fuqg dik il-loghba wkoll!

RAGEL: Kieku ma qghadtx tikkritika u tfixkilni kont nirbah mill-ewwel.

Ghedtlek, kienet biss kwistjoni ta’ bilan¢ u mira.

MARA: L-aqwa li rbahna. Jiehu gost meta jarah Johnny. Imma fejn
mar dak l-imbierek? Jekk ma mbukkajtx rih wara kollox.
Nispera mhux se jdewwimna nfittxuh, ja m’gharraqg I’hu. Ara

tarahx trid, Gorg?
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RAGEL: Xi mkien hawn irid ikun. (Isejjah): John! Johnny!
Il-folla.

BUFFU: Morru! Sejhulu! Fittxuh fil-kotra -fittxu I-qgamar fil-bir! Fittxuh
lil Johnny taghkom imma ma ssibuhx zgur fejn hu gatt ma

kien!

LEHEN FUQ IL-LOUDSPEAKER: B’xejn, Sinjuri! Entez Mesadmes et
Messieurs! Entrez! Nistidnukhom tidhlu lkoll u merhba bikom

fil-familja kbira taghna! Qatt ma rajtu xejn isbah — xejn agwal!

BUFFU: Xejn isbah! — Xejn agwa! Ejjew mela; ejjew! #alluhom
ixeddulkom is-sarima tal-folla. Idhku u xxalaw biex tinsew
gagga tal-iljuni dejjem miftuha! Xjimporta jekk taht
difrejhom jaqga’ tfajjel xi darba jew ohra? L-agwa li nkomplu
nizzuffjettaw, il-maskra ssikkata ma’ wi¢cna tostrilna |-wahx.
Fil-ghaxija izda, meta tmorru lura lejn djarkom, imhaddnin
ma’ sidirkom ma ssibux hlief pupi kbar tal-lasktu! Pupi! Pupi

tal-lasktu!

Krexxendo ta’ muzika u dahk tal-folla sa ma
lehen IL-BUFFU jinbela’ ghal kollox u I-
ghagha tacé-Cirku wehedha tibga’ tidwi, tidwi

u tidwi...

TMIEM
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